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BRIXWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OP  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending  31  st  December,  1942 


Mr.  Chairman , Ladies  and  Ccnilemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  ]iresent  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  conil)ining'  that  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  I am  happy  to  express  my  gratitude  to  members  of 
the  Council  and  of  the  Staff  for  their  hel])  and  interest  throughout 
the  year. 


Public  Health  Officers. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Sanitary  Ins])ector 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Water  Inspector 


David  J.  Jones,  m.b.,  B.ch., 

B.SC.,  D.P.II. 

F.  A.  Russell,  a.f.a.s.,  m.s.i.a., 

A. R. SAN. I. 

R.  vS.  Linley  ) .. 

y Little  1 

D.  H.  Seaton 


Dr.  D.  J.  Jones  left  the  district  at  the  end  of  November,  1942, 
to  join  H.M.  Forces;  Dr.  G.  K.  Thompson  commenced  duties 
in  his  place  in  a temporary  capacity  in  December,  1942,  but  owing 
to  his  death  within  three  weeks  of  conunencing  duties,  the  year 
closed  without  a fresh  ap])ointment  being  made. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  a full  time  public  health 
aiipointment,  combining  with  liis  duties  to  this  Council,  those  of 
.Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Councils  of  Brackley  Borougli 
and  Brackley  Rural  District,  Daventry  Borough  and  Daventry 
Rural  Di.strict,  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  School 
.Medical  Officer  to  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council.  This 
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combined  ai)i)ointment  allows  the  Medical  Officer  to  be  concerned 
with  that  ])art  of  the  public  health  administration  of  the  District 
for  which  the  County  Council  is  responsible,  and  includes; — 

iCxamination  of  infants  and  toddlers  at  three  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  : Brixw'orth,  I\foulton  and  Welford. 

Medical  inspection  (including  mental  tests)  of  children 
attending  the  public  elementary  schools. 

vSui)ervision  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  concerned  in  the  luo- 
duction  and  distribution  of  “ accredited  ” and  Tuber- 
culin tested  milk. 

vSupervision  of  rivers  and  streams,  under  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Acts. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 
He  and  his  assistants  prepare  plans  and  estimates  and  also  super- 
vise the  carrying  out  of  all  works  on  behalf  of  the  local  authority, 
and  supervise  all  building  in  the  District. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82,944  acres 

Resident  population  (Registrar  General’s  esti- 
mate) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1942 

(according  to  the  rate  books)  ...  ...  4,961 

Rateable  Value  30/9/42  £88,714 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ...  ...  £343/9/- 


The  District  is  almost  entirely  rural  in  character,  except  in 
proximity  to  the  County'  Borough  of  Northampton.  Agriculture 
and  dairy  farming  are  the  main  industries,  though  ironstone 
quarrying  gives  employment  to  a number  of  men. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population 


Total. 

Male.  Female. 

Brixworth 

England  ai 

R.D. 

Wales. 

Deaths 

195 

90  105 

11-80 

11-6 

Deaths  from  puerperal 

causes  : Nil. 

Live  Births  . . . 

290 

162  128 

17-56 

15-8 

Legitimate 

274 

155  119 

Illegitimate 

16 

7 9 

Stillbirths 

4 

1 3 

13  6 (Rate  per  1,000 

total  (Live  and 
vStill)  Births) 
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Death  rate  of  Infants  (under  one  year  of  age) 


Brixw'ortli 

England  and 

R.D. 

Wales 

All  infants  per  1,000 

live  l)irths  3103 

49 

Legitimate  infants  per 

1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births 

29- 19 

Illegitiiuatc  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 
live  births 


62-50 

Total.  Male.  P'emale 


Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

31 

15 

16 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

NIL 

— 

— 

Deatlis  from  w hooping  cough  (all  ages) 

1 

— 

1 

Deatlis  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years 
of  age)  

NIL 

— 

— 

Adjusted  Death  Rate. 

The  “ Adju.sted  Death  Rate  ” cannot  be  calculated 

for  the 

current  year  as  the  “ Area  Comparabilit}^  P'actoi 

” is  not  avail- 

able.  The  above  death  rate  therefore  is 

the  nett  figure 

for  the 

district. 

The  registered  causes  of  death  were  as  follow  s 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Whooping  Cough  ...  

0 

1 

1 

Influenza 

0 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Utlier  tuberculosis 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer 

15 

16 

31 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

9 

11 

20 

Heart  disease 

35 

37 

72 

(.)ther  circulatoiw'  disea.ses 

1 

4 

5 

Cerebro-sinnal  fever 

1 

0 

1 

vScarlet  fever 

0 

1 

1 

vSyphilitic 

1 

0 

1 

Bronchitis 

7 

5 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Ac.  and  chronic  nej^hritis 

2 

2 

4 

Congenital  debility,  ])remature  birtli,  etc 

4 

3 

7 

All  other  causes  ... 

12 

15 

27 

Heart  disease  and  cancer  were  the  commonest  causes  of 
death . 
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{a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  vSwabs  from  susi)ected  cases  of 
diphtlieria,  water  for  l)acteriological  examination  and  any  other 
])atliological  or  l)acteriological.  investigations  are  carried  out  in 
tlie  Kmergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  at  Northampton 
General  Hospital.  The  Council  in  November,  1940,  agreed  to 
my  recommendation  to  participate  in  this  service. 

(b)  Ambulance  P^acilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

{d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  above  facilities  remain  unchanged  from  1938  Report. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

(i)  Water  Supplies. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  water  sujgdies  during  the 
year. 

Owing  to  the  acute  .shortage  of  water  in  the  village  of 
Walgrave,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a scheme  for  the  extension 
of  the  mains  from  Brixworth  to  take  in  also  the  parishes  of 
Scaldwell  and  Old,  was  prepared  by  the  Council’s  consulting 
Engineers.  An  informal  investigation  was  carried  out  by  an 
Ins])ector  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  following  representations 
made  by  the  Council,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  res'.ilt 
of  the  Inspector’s  findings  had  not  been  communicated  to  the 
Council.  Subsequently  the  Ministry  of  Health  intimated  that 
owing  to  the  present  emergency  the  scheme  could  not  be 
a])proved. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  major  schemes  and/or  improvements  were  carried  out 
during  the  year;  the  arrangements  of  drainage  and  .sewerage 
therefore  remain  substantially  the  same. 

The  total  length  of  sewers  in  the  di.strict  is  about  391  miles, 
the  regular  flushing  of  which  has  been  much  interfered  with 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour. 

(iii)  Public  Cleansing. 

vSeavenging  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district.  Collections  arc 
made  monthly  with  the  exception  of  part  of  the  ])arish  of 
Houghton  adjacent  to  the  Borough  of  Northampton,  where  Ibri- 
nightly  collections  are  in  operation. 
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SANITARY  INSPKCTION  OF  THIC  ARlvA. 


HOUSINO. 

Xuiiihcf  of  \-isits  (during  1942)  : — 

Insi)ections  for  individual  unfit  liouscs  ...  ...  NIL 

Visits  to  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Visits  for,  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  554 

Building  Ins]iections  l>y  Private  Iinter])rise  ...  17 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  in  course  of  erection  ...  NIL  • 


BUILDING  AND  PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES 

P'ive  plans  were  submitted  and  reported  uiion  dining  the 
year,  as  follows  : — 

2 vStore  Buildings.  ^ 

1 Klectricity  vSub-station. 

1 I'arin  Building. 

1 Drainage  ])lan  in  connection  w ith  a Government  Building. 
No  new  houses  were  erected. 


STATISTICS  FOR  1942. 

I Ins|>ection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (Under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  ])ur])Ose  ...  554 

2.  (if)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  tlm-  i)ur])ose  ...  NIL 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  NIL 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  lie  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  and  callable  of  repair  ...  NIL 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of 

P'onual  Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

3.  Action  under  statutory  pow  ers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing 

Act,  1936;— 

1 . Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  NIL 

2.  Nuiiiber  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  the  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  219 

2.  Number  of  dw-elling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  Formal  Notices  ; — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act, 

1936 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  res])ect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  NIL 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

])ursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  NIL 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  Housing  Act, 

1936 

I.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 
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3.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
,8^round  rooms  in  resi)ect  of  which  Closin.e 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  liaving-  lieen  rendered  fit  ...  ...  NIL 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding: — 


(«)  (i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 


Number  of  dwelling  liouses  overcrowded 
at  tlie  end  of  the  year 

Number  of  families  tlierein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 


Information 

not 

available 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(ii)  Numl)er  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  NIL 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Periodic  inspections  have  been  made  for  cleanliness  and 
alterations  to  existing  Cowsheds. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

All  slaughtering  of  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumi)tion 
in  this  district,  is  now  carried  out  in  the  Central  Abattoirs  at 
Northampton  and  Market  Harborough. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

During  the  year  no  adv^erse  reports  were  received. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

No  action  has  been  taken  and  no  comjdaints  have  been 
received. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  recognised  camping  .sites  In  the  District. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  PO(7LS. 

There  are  four  i)rivate  swimming  pools  in  the  District  and 
no  reports  have  been  received  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
water. 

i<:radication  of  bed-bugs. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  houses  has  failed  to  reveal  any  case 
of  infestation  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scabies. 

Under  the  Scabies  Order  1941,  extensive  powers  were  given 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  treatment  of  scabies. 
Fortunately  these  powers  did  not  liave  to  be  cnpdoyed  in  this 
area  during  tlie  current  year. 

Notificatioms  of  cases  are  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  treatment  is  usually  instituted  at  home  by  the  general 
medical  ]mactitioner  and/or  with  the  .guidance  and  supeudsion 
of  the  Health  Visitors. 

Where  facilities  for  treatment  are  not  available  at  home, 
patients  are  admitted  to  Uaventry  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Infected  bedding  and  clothing  is  removed  and  disinfected  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

1941—1942. 

There  were  seven  cases  of  diphtheria,  with  no  deaths, 
amongst  a non-immunised  population  of  1,424,  and  no  cases 
amongst  a larger  immunised  population  of  2,319. 

This  indicates  that  diphtheria  immunisation  in  the  Brixw'orth 
Distr,ict  is  certainly  effective  in  preventing  diphtheria.  This 
is  confirmed  by  the  cases  occurring  in  the  County,  where  there 
were  101  cases  of  diphtheria,  with  15  deaths,  amongst  19.413 
non-immunised  children,  and  one  case  and  no  deaths,  amongst  a 
much  lar.ger  immunised  i)opulation  of  36,259. 

The  success  of  this  campaign  is  largely  due  to  the  excellent 
propaganda  of  the  Northampton  County  Health  Department,  and 
to  the  w'ork  of  the  Health  Visitors,  and  the  Head  Teachers  of  the 
Schools. 

Still  more  remains  to  lie  done,  as  there  are  quite  a few 
children  who  are  not  yet  immunised,  and  there  are  the  new 
children  to  be  immunised  every  year.  The  ideal  time  for 
immunisation  is  at  the  age  of  one  year,  and  the  Medical  Cfficer 
of  Health  does  the  ma.iority  of  cases  at  the  Schools  and  Infant 
Welfare  Centres. 

Apiilication  for  immunisation  of  children  may  be  made  to  tho 
Health  Visitors,  Miss  Myerscough  and  Miss  Hunting,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Russell,  at  the  Brixvvorth  Rural  District  Council  Offices 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  and 

Sex  distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths. 

% 

Pulmonary.  Other 

M.  F.  M.  ; 

0—  

— — — 

1—  

— — — 

5—  

- - 1 

15—  

— — — 

20—  

— ■ — — 

25—  

— 1 2 

1 

35—  

— — — 

45—  

— • — — 

55—  

— — — 

65  and  upwards 

— — — 

TOTAL 


NIL  1 3 4 


S.  LEFF. 


December,  1943. 
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